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1. In every lar@;i foreed labor camp theré Was a cutual-mducational Division
(K\ﬂ.turno-xgpduulnwa ohagt « ¥ o rooms in one barrack were set
aside for books andzmag"‘imneé Filng were shown in the dining ball,” There were
fow technicalggbo‘ oks iand all ’s'i* some Turgenev, Gogol, .

Lermontov, mdgmshkin There weuewﬁ?éb gome works in translationx, as Karl Marx

and Anatolle Francel, In each barrack, onel copy of Pravda was ava:ﬂlableg, it few

pridoners readlithe: paj per. 'I‘here vas alse a local paper, ,published atly, An

Magadan, caliled

i ;;‘
&z

t had only about two pages and afrived

irvegularly, :To attend’“tha f:llm Bho Biy priuaoners had to pay 2.50 rubles per

ticket.

ellshows ‘were given two or thirée times a month, The £ilms were

8
mostly Sovieg.} with!a sprinkling of fm?gn films. The Soviet £ilms were |
usually aboutgkolk!wzy, war, or the operaf% Pollowing are the titles of f:llma
shown 1n tha‘fgmm :

a. Soviet fﬂmss "Maet:l.ng on the Eﬂbe'ig"Suverov“ ”chapmv" "The Stone Flower";

"Sadko "andfiMaksimka®,

‘knocked out

b. * French fi‘llmsl
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The last was{about a little hegro boy abandoned’ by the
Amr:lcan%}and picked up by Soviet -ailors $ in one scene a a.'mgle Soviet gailor

25X1

"Lowest Rank" (poelednogo ranga), about a boxar; "Address Unknown"
(adres n‘é%'veetno) 1

25X1 .
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c. Italian films: "Places in Town" (mesta na gorode),about slums in Italy;
"Paillazzo"; "Come Back to the Circus" (Vernis na aremu).

L#

Radio Broadcagts and Amnesty of Prisoners in 1953

There was a loudspeaker in camp which gave mostly Radio Moscow or Khabarovsk.

At the time of Stalin's death, there were numerous news bulletins on his health
and then suddenly the radio was turned off. Shortly thereafter, when the prisoners
were going to work they passed a garrison where the Soviet flag was draped in
black and they rejoiced. Many rumors about impending changes were heard, but
Stalin's death had no effect on the political prisoners. The amnesty was only for
the criminal prisoners. During the Korean War, the prisoners heard only the Soviet
radio, which gave mostly reports about the number of prisoners taken and airplanes
shot down. The prisoners were very skeptical and believed little of what they
heard. .

The amnesty for criminals had little lasting effect. Many of them were freed, as
was announced in the press and on the radio, but after a month or two some 80
percent were back in camp. One thief was returned to prison four times,

at; inal

There were no organizations among political prisoners. They all disliked the
government and hoped for war. They waited for the arrival of the Americans year
after year. The only organization among political prisoners that source knew
was a small group of about 15 people who got together to give a production of
"Don Juan". They also had a small orchestra,made up mostly of strings which gave
an occasional concert. Criminel prisoners always had organizations but not against
the govermment. All camps for criminals wee divided into two main factions, the
thieves (vori) and their enemies, the turncoats or guki. The suki were those who
had agreed to do some work, mostly for the camp administration. The fights
between the two groups wre continuous and often lesd to killings. Between these
two groups were the independents (freyer: sic) who wer afreid of both sides. The
proportions were about 60 percent thieves, 30 percent traltors, and 10 percent
independents. A special group, cutting across the others were: the blatnoy who
refusedto work, posej smokej and struck the innocent,

5. blat was the same as prostitution (sic), which was 25X1
extensive.

6,

T

8.

9.

an tation

Drinking water in the Third Factory Camp came from a well in summer. In winter,
ice was cut in the Seymchan River and dumped into a tank which stood neer
stove in each barrack.

25X1

The prisoners had little protection ageinst the cold; they did have gloves. Fx'fosb-
bite was common, | at least 20 cases in which frozen hands, legs, 25X1
or arms had to be amputated.

For one or two monthg in summer, mostly June and July, mosquitoes were very
numerous, particularly in the woods. For sleeping at night, prisoners had e
canvas hood, with mosquito netting in front of the face.

Guards and officials seemed healthy. All prisoners suffered from a variety of
diseases, most of them ceused by malmitrition and lack of vitamins, Fruit, milk,
and vegetables, except cabbage, were never given to prisoners. One prevalent
disease, caused by vitamln deficlency, was called tgynga (scurvy). The person
affected had pite In his lips and had trouble moving his legs, and his skin became
covered with many small sores. One remedy for tgyngs was found by crushing the

QR 1R P
25X1
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" leaves of ‘a gimall tree (slonik or sEL-a.nik [5127) end drinking them in hot water.

~ The taste was ivery bitter and the re"iife'dx lapparently affected the heart, but was
-effective aga'i"hst the disease., T culosis was rather cemmon.  In Third Factory
Camp there wene over 35 cases among 10@0 inmates., About 20 of these were taken
to the hospiital at Levyy Bereg.l The others were isolated in one barrack and
excused from }work. High bleod pre aure; I to 250.was another diaease from wh:l.ch
about 40 percent of, the prisoners sf'zﬁ‘ered The e
bleeding. @ntegmmdred or 200 grams of bi'ood were taken at various intervils,
either every)(o&t.her month or twice in six months. There were about 60 casés of
jaundice , mwh rheumatim. Those who worked in the mines had silicosis but
hadtogoomor\’ | There Were no o5x1

25X1

venereal dﬂ:éeases as {Here were no women. | Z5X1
syphilds wﬁ_ﬁ%? . camipsfulicre a far male prisoners a
‘cargenteraLm,mbers. etec, | 'some guards had syphilis 25X1
25X1
Penicillin wasvsry scarce and given only in e me cases; | 25X1
i The other remedy wvas alpha glucose (floroza 25X1
kaltsiya whii' was injected into the v@ins.
&
10. tal consisted of one barrack which had 50 to 60 beds. They were
1.eg 9%, one prisoner docitor, and two or three
’ 'I‘wo ?e:r three prisoners functione& as orderl:les
l " B .
-y ; 25X1
She lef in 1951 and was repliaced by Major 25X1

was divided into various wards, partitioned
wiw%j'aundice, and others, :

1ll. The toilets wege in one barrack with lzi‘places and were relabive]y clea.n.

12, The i‘ood wag @iérbreunely monotonous. Bni;"fg“‘hers ate twice a da.y, morning and night.
The menu wag) glweysi the same: Seup, _ggh_g;, tea, and bread,for which the normal
ration was 800 grams, There was only canned meat, and amall quantities wére
dropped in the soup. The soup was mostly cabbage; with a little potato.- The

cooking was ’done in big kattlas, fired \with wood.,

-~

13. Camps in the; Kolyma area were ususilily at%%ched to an industrial installa.tion such
as a mine, e.v?t“actory, or woods where prilgoners aid l\mbering work.. read
prisoners wl;% worlid in a factory received@ number which appeans

back of jackets, shirts, underwear, anditrousers.

] E&xv different letters oflthe alphabet were ubed but were always 20X
oy gt%g figure "1" or "2", The i‘ast number often went into five and sdx-

1. 1In the Thirdi‘l‘ggetory Camp at Lazo (N 633»%1, E 152-10), there was a discount system
for work day@hgzaachet). The masclamun d:l.tscount was three days for one. According :
to how much /& §pr:l.aoner overfulfilled hia ?norm, the discount was as fioilllowss

)
“\-n

120 percent : One-half day
135 percent - One day
150 percent Two days.

15, thg Kolyma region, a common saying was t-hat
there the ’rayga vas law > the public prosecutor (zekon tayga, prokuror
medved). :
25X1
SiBeif o}-ﬁRﬁE?\ T
25X1
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